
DUXBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
School Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, September 4, 2019 
6:00pm, Alden School, Rm. 104 

 
 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  6:03pm 
Present:  John Antonucci, Danielle Klingaman, Catherine Blake, Julia Adams, 
Matthew Gambino, Shannon Moesaa, Kellie Bresnehan  

 Student Representative: Tanner Campbell, Jessica Murray  
 Absent:  Peter Quigley 

 
II. Approval of June 26, 2019 meeting minutes: 

Motion:  Mrs. Moesaa 
Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Unanimous  

  
III. Public Comment:  No Public Comment 

 
IV. Reports for the School Committee 

 
A. Assistant Superintendent 

• Dr. Klingaman reports that the annual Administrative Retreat was held on August 7th 
and 8th and focused on planning for the school year, prioritizing year one of our new 
Strategic Plan, and participating in a training on “How to Conduct Effective Internal 
Investigations” led by Jean Haertl from Safety and Respect at work. 

• The new teacher induction program took place August 19-21 for the 17 new teachers 
that Duxbury has welcomed to the district this year. 

• Convocation was held last week.  The first day staff attended building-based 
meetings followed by an all staff welcome and cookout sponsored by Chartwells with 
entertainment provided by HR Director, Gerry Panuzack, and his band.  The second 
day staff again had department and building based meetings followed by a speaker 
from Future Ready Schools. 

 
B. Business Manager 

• Mrs. Blake reports that the Business Office was very busy this summer with the 
onboarding of new staff, new student registrations, bus registrations, closing FY’19, 
opening FY’20, and preparing for the FY’21 budget season. 

• Mrs. Blake reports that the FY’19 ending balance is $104,745.00.  Mrs. Blake 
will provide a detailed end-of-year report at the next School Committee meeting. 

• The Administrative Team is in the process of putting their FY’21 Capital Budget 
requests together. 

• The FY’21 budget template will be rolled out next week to the Administrative 
Team so that they may begin putting together FY’21 budget requests. 

• Mrs. Blake will share the District Budget Calendar for FY’21with the committee 
at the next meeting. 

 
 

C. School Committee Chair 
• Mrs. Adams informs the committee to contact Dr. Antonucci or herself with any 

items or topics that members would like discussed at future meetings.  
• Mrs. Adams states that she enjoyed attending both Convocation on Monday and 

the speaker on Tuesday. 



• Mrs. Adams attended a Mental Health First Aid workshop held by Plymouth 
County Suicide Coalition.  Mrs. Adams states that she found the information very 
useful and recommends the workshop. 

• Mrs. Adams attended the Duxbury Facts Community Summit over the summer 
and discussed possible issues that Duxbury Facts would like to focus their 
programs on in the upcoming year. 

• Mrs. Adams states that she had has several conversations via email with  
members from the Envision Duxbury planning team concerning their ideas for 
growth.  Mrs. Adams says it will be discussed more in detail at budget time. 
 

D. Superintendent 
• Dr. Antonucci advises the committee that Boston 25 will be running a story this 

evening concerning Carbon Monoxide detectors in schools.  Dr. Antonucci 
reports that all of Duxbury’s schools have them. 

• Jeff Riley, Commissioner of DESE, will be coming to meet with students and 
teachers in Duxbury on October 8 from 9:40am – 10:45am.  More information to 
follow. 

• Dr. Antonucci gave an update on opening day enrollment numbers and how they 
relate to class sizes and the budget. 
 

E. Student Representatives (Tanner Campbell/Jessica Murray) 
• DHS Student Council held another successful Link Day for incoming freshman. 
• The foot bridge donated by the Class of 2019 was installed last week. 
• DHS will be holding its open house tomorrow evening. 
• Co-curricular activities are beginning to start up. 
• DHS Guidance counselors are encouraging seniors to come in to meet with them in 

order to start the college applications process. 
• Baby pictures and senior quotes are due to the yearbook committee by this coming 

Friday. 
 

V. Discussion Items 
 

A. Presentation of draft Digital Literacy Plan 
Cheryl Lewis 
• Mrs. Lewis presented an overview of the draft of the Digital Literacy Plan for 2019-

2022 for Duxbury Public Schools.  The plan lays out the districts needs and steps in 
order to sustain and enhance the technology resources that currently exist in the 
district while keeping aligned with the DPS Strategic Plan.  Please refer to the School 
Committee tab on the DPS website for more information. 

 
B. FY’20 Budget Update/Vocational School Tuition 

Catherine Blake 
• Mrs. Blake presented an update on the FY’20 budget specifically focused on the 

impact of the increase in the Vocational budget and how staff turnover will help fund 
the gap.  Please refer to the School Committee tab on the DPS website for more 
information. 

 
C. Update on Alternative School Day (“Blizzard Bag”) Program 

John Antonucci 
• Dr. Antonucci reports that the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

has decided to discontinue the alternative structured learning day (“Blizzard Bag”) 
programs pilot after the 2019-2020 school year.  This decision was based on different 
factors one of which being concerns of equitable access for all students. 



 
VI. Action Items 

 
A. Vote to approve overnight travel:  Duxbury Middle School, Camp Cody 

 
Motion:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Second:  Mrs. Moesaa 
Unanimous 
 

B. Vote to approve overnight travel:  Duxbury High School, Washington DC 
 
Motion:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Second:  Mr. Gambino 
Unanimous 
 

VII. Correspondence, other comments, and issues for consideration at future meetings: 
No action taken. 
 

VIII. Public Comments:  No public comment. 
 

IX. Adjourn: 
 

Motion was made to adjourn meeting at 7:26pm 
Motion:  Mr. Gambino 
Second:  Mrs. Bresnehan 
Unanimous 

 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, September 18, 2019, 6:00pm, Alden School, Room 104 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzanne Hughes 
Duxbury Business Office 
 


